
THE ROAD TO ZERO:
Achieving Zero Waste in Cable Manufacturing 

In 2006, Superior Essex launched its global
sustainability initiatives, setting forth a
longsighted strategy to reduce its
environmental footprint across all levels of
the organization. An integral part of this
strategy was its waste diversion program,
which sought to reduce the amount of
waste that its manufacturing plants
contributed to landfills. The ultimate goal:
to achieve Zero Waste to Landfill status.

It was a formidable undertaking, one that no
other company in its industry had sought to
accomplish. Not only did it require
innovations in sustainable manufacturing
practices, such as developing and
implementing robust resource and
materials recycling processes, but it also
demanded that a high level of control be
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exercised over its supply chain, accounting
for the potential waste created throughout
its entire downstream process, including
that of third-parties who are involved in the
recycling and reuse of waste materials.  For
Superior Essex, this meant that it had to
ensure that the companies it uses to recycle
scrap metals, wood, plastics and other
materials were also not sending their waste
by-products to a landfill.

It took nine years for Superior Essex to
achieve its 100% landfill waste diversion
rate, and required several significant
changes to its manufacturing processes as
well as accountability in its supply chain. For
example, ten years ago most of the plastic
waste the company produced was sent to a
landfill.

Today, each type of plastic waste is kept
separate from each other, and much of it is
re-processed into new plastic pellets that
can be blended with virgin plastic for new
cable production or used for other
non-cable product purposes. Other
examples include its recycling and reuse of
copper scrap, plastic spools and wooden
reels.

The effects of its sustainability initiatives,
especially its landfill waste diversion
program, have had a tremendous positive
impact for the company. It has reduced
operational costs by eliminating
inefficiencies in its waste management
procedures.

Contributors – Eric Perry, VP Applications Engineering / Quality & James Neeley, Marketing

http://www.greencirclecertified.com/
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As one of just a handful of American
manufacturers to attain Zero  Waste
certification, it has also opened up new
opportunities in the marketplace for
sustainable commodities. But most
importantly, it has drastically minimized the
company’s environmental footprint. In 2015
alone, Superior Essex was able to prevent a
staggering 8 million pounds of waste from
reaching landfills. In 2016, the company is
on track to prevent nearly 400,000 pounds
of waste from reaching landfills each month.
Of the 1.2 million pounds of waste the
company has generated so far this year,
only 19,000 pounds have been delivered to
waste management companies, and of that
19,000 pounds, only 6,500 have been
deposited into landfills. In other words, just
0.54% of the company’s total generated
waste in 2016 has not been reused or
recycled.

This accomplishment required commitment
at all levels of the organization, but
nowh,ere more acutely than the factory
floor. Regarding their Zero Waste to
Landfill certification, Tony Szot, Plant
Manager of the Superior Essex Hoisington
facility, had this to say. “This achievement is
the result of many years spent devising new
ways to continuously reduce waste, and it is
a testament to the dedication and hard
work our Hoisington plant employees
exhibited in reducing our environmental
footprint. Over the last few years, through
these continued efforts, we are proud to say
that we have kept tens of millions of pounds
of waste from reaching landfills.”

In order to ensure its environmental claims
were both accurate and true, Superior Essex
chose to have GreenCircle Certified, LLC.,
verify and award its Zero Waste to Landfill
certification. “In a marketplace filled with
greenwashing, it was important for us to
work with GreenCircle to verify our
environmental claims and offer our
customers much-needed assurance that we
are both diligent and transparent in our
efforts to reduce our environmental
impacts,” says Will Bryan, Vice President of
Technology and Market Development for
Superior Essex.

Receiving Zero Waste to Landfill
certification is just one of several
milestones that Superior Essex has reached
in its efforts to reduce its environmental
impact. The company also published the 

certification. Superior Essex has chosen to
participate in GreenCircle’s Multi-Attribute
Label Pilot Program as well, which aims to
simplify the procurement process for
purchasers of sustainable commodities by
offering Certified Environmental Facts for
sustainable products.

For Superior Essex, these endeavors will
continue to guide the organization, its
product development and its business
initiatives well into the future. The company
remains committed to expanding its
portfolio of sustainable products, improving
its manufacturing practices, and reducing its
overall environmental impact. As Brad
Johnson, President of Superior Essex —
Communications, states: “Sustainability is a
means by which we can make a real impact
in the communities and industries we serve,
not only in terms of pursuing new
opportunities in the marketplace, but also in
term of setting an example of responsible
business and manufacturing practices. By
enacting sustainable practices we are able
to conserve tremendous amounts of natural
resources and drastically reduce our
environmental footprint, and pass these
benefits along to our customers.”

In 2015 alone,
Superior Essex was
able to prevent a
staggering 8 million
pounds of waste
from reaching
landfills. In 2016,
the company is on
track to prevent
nearly 400,000
pounds of waste
from reaching
landfills each
month.

first sets of Health Product Declarationsand
Environmental Product Declarations for
copper and optical fiber data cables, making
them the first products of their type
to contribute toward credits in LEED

http://www.greencirclecertified.com/
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ADDITIONAL GREENCIRCLE
RESOURCES: 

AIA Convention 2016
May 19-21, 2016 - Philadelphia

SPLC Annual Summit 2016
May 24-26, 2016 - Washington DC

Living Product Expo '16
Sept. 13-15, 2016 - Pittsburgh

Greenbuild 2016
Oct. 5-6, 2016 - Los Angeles

NeoCon 2016
June 13 - 14, 2016 - Chicago

If you or someone from your company is attending one of the events
below, we would love to meet up. Please email Annie Bevan,
Annie@GreenCircleCertifed,com to schedule a time to meet.

CLICK HERE

Publications/Mailing List

CLICK HERE

News
CLICK HERE

Webinars

http://www.livingproductexpo.org/#ath
http://www.greencirclecertified.com/news.html
http://www.greencirclecertified.com/white-papers.html
https://greenbuildexpo.com/
https://www.sustainablepurchasing.org/summit16/
http://www.greencirclecertified.com/
https://convention.aia.org/
http://www.greencirclecertified.com/webinars.html
http://www.neocon.com/



