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A stunning view of and from Epsten Group, Inc.’s gorgeous, sustainable  
headquarters in downtown Atlanta, GA. 
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A GREEN HEADQUARTERS  
IN THE CITY OF TREES 

Headquartered in downtown Atlanta, Georgia, Epsten Group, Inc. 

prides itself on being a pioneer of sustainability for built  

environments. With a founder who assisted the United States Green 

Building Council (USGBC) in writing the first few iterations of the 

LEED rating system, the consulting firm has a legacy of  

maintaining the frontline of sustainability by creating healthier  

buildings and communities. And when the time came  

to relocate their own headquarters, the team had the prime  

opportunity to apply their wealth of sustainability consulting  

knowledge to their own office to create a model of sustainability.

Occupying half of the 26th floor in the Centennial Tower – a 34-story 

office building initially built in the 1970s and located in the shadow  

of Atlanta’s Centennial Olympic Park, the CNN Headquarters, the 

State Farm Arena and the Mercedes-Benz Stadium – Epsten Group, 

Inc. has since beautifully and sustainably remodeled its own  

7,260 sq. ft. headquarters. And it used sustainable cable from  

Superior Essex to keep the entire office connected with the world  

it is working to improve.

CASE STUDY

Epsten Group, Inc., is a multi-disciplinary  

consulting firm known throughout the design 

industry for its sustainability consulting,  

commissioning and design. And when the firm 

designed and sourced products for its own office 

fit-out, it did so as sustainably as possible,  

specifically selecting Superior Essex cable for its 

product transparency to keep it all connected.  

As a result, their headquarters will achieve LEED 

ID+C v4.1, WELL v2.0, Living Building Challenge 

Materials Petal Certification v3.1, Fitwel v2.1 and 

RESET Air v2.0 certification.

LEADING THE SUSTAINABILITY CHARGE BY EXAMPLE
SUSTAINABILITY CONSULTANTS AT EPSTEN GROUP, INC. CHOOSE SUPERIOR ESSEX CABLE  

FOR ITS PRODUCT TRANSPARENCY AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
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AS SUSTAINABLE AS POSSIBLE

From the outset of their headquarters fit-out project in 2018, Epsten Group, Inc. wanted to “walk the talk” – to sustainably design their  

space and specify the products inside it. Their hope and intent was to be awarded high marks on as many green-building rating systems as 

possible to prove the ROI of sustainability. As Lauren Wallace, Principal and Director of Certifications and Consulting at Epsten Group, Inc., 

noted, “Our old space was awarded Double LEED Platinum in 2011 and 2013, being the first in the state of Georgia to achieve this  

certification. And when we were moving our office, so many other rating systems had since been developed, so we wanted to prove that  

we could do them all.”

To achieve this, throughout the project, Wallace and team emphasized materials selection, interior air quality and low-voltage lighting 

design. But, as she explained: 

 “For years, electrical and data cables were the hardest Red List Free building products to find – or they just flat out didn’t exist –  
 simply because almost all of the fireproof jacketing uses PVC. But Superior Essex was the first manufacturer to listen and say,  
 ‘We hear your concerns, and we will create a sustainable product for you.’” – Lauren Wallace

As a result, they specifically selected our Superior Essex FEP Jacketed CAT 6 Plenum Cable for its materials transparency and overall  

product sustainability, using it for the data-driven application of networking every computer, phone, WiFi access point and building system 

throughout the office space.

BRINGING THE SUSTAINABLE VISION TO LIFE

Epsten Group, Inc.’s new headquarters were always designed to be a well-connected, future-forward Sustainable Intelligent Building. And 

through partnerships with Superior Essex and other sustainable suppliers and manufacturers, they were able to bring this vision to life.

CHALLENGE SOLUTION RESULTS

Source products for the whole 

project from suppliers and  

manufacturers who are  

certified as sustainable 

Use the Mindful Materials  

database, Declare Label  

database, Red List Free database

By prioritizing products such as Superior Essex cable with readily  

available transparency documentation such as EPDs, HPDs and Declare 

Labels, the team was able to more easily source zero- or near-zero  

VOC emitting products, which helped them earn more green-building 

certifications.

As Wallace said to her team: “If it doesn’t exist in the Declare database, 

then we cannot use it. Otherwise, it makes our job of verifying the  

sustainability of each and every product much harder.”

Being a smaller project,  

convincing manufacturers to do  

a full manufacturing run of a 

product might prove difficult  

Work with partners who are 

adaptable, flexible and willing  

to meet their customers’  

unique needs

As Wallace said: “With other companies, if you wanted a PVC product, 

your order had to take up an entire manufacturing run. But that’s never 

been an issue with Superior Essex. It doesn’t matter what size we are or 

where we’re located – it’s a product that they offer and it’s PVC-free, so 

that made specifying their product that much easier for us.”

Save money on utility costs, 

reduce energy output and natural 

resources waste

Install energy-efficient,  

low-voltage lighting fixtures,  

connect them all with  

energy-efficient cabling solutions

Install low-flow sinks, a  

pressure-assisted water closet, 

waterless urinals

LED fixtures use less electricity than older lighting systems (incandescent, 

fluorescent), so they are inherently more energy efficient. Combine these 

with efficient-use water fixtures and a building management system that 

can automate its energy consumption, and the office has drastically 

reduced its utility expenses.
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WHY SUPERIOR ESSEX?

Epsten Group, Inc. elected to partner with Superior Essex due to  

our record and overall efforts as pioneers of sustainability in the 

manufacturing realm, as well as for being strong proponents of the 

materials revolution. We are:

 • The first Red List Free manufacturer – and the first to remove  
  PVC from our communications products

 • The first manufacturer to voluntarily sign up for Declare Label  
  certification

 • The first certified Zero Waste to Landfill manufacturer – now  
  for six years running

 • The first communications cable manufacturer to publish third-party  
  verified EPDs and HPDs, streamlining documentation for numerous  
  green-building systems such as LEED, WELL and Living Building  
  Challenge

 • Listed in the Mindful Materials and Declare Label databases, making  
  the job of selecting sustainable materials much easier

 • A founding member of the Living Product 50 group of manufacturers,  
  and our leadership in it continues

When asked why she chose to work with us, Carmen Evans, AIA, 

Project Manager and Senior Sustainability Consultant for Epsten 

Group, Inc., said, “Superior Essex is the only cable manufacturer out 

there that meets the Living Building Challenge requirements. And, 

we had a very, very tight construction schedule, and they were able 

to get us the sustainable cable we needed at a very fast pace.”

WHY THE FEP JACKETED CAT 6 PLENUM 
CABLE SOLUTION?

Employing the latest polymer technology, our FEP Jacketed cable  

is constructed entirely of a heat and moisture resistant FEP  

fluoropolymer – not PVC. Ideally suited for Unshielded Twisted  

Pair (UTP) applications where environmental stresses would  

compromise standard PVC cables, this sustainable solution provides 

reliable performance for 10BASE-T through 1000BASE-T Ethernet 

and Power-over-Ethernet (PoE) applications, all while offering lower 

smoke emissions in plenum tests than PVC.

The mindful eating area, outfitted with an ultra low-flow sink and soothing plant life, offers employees the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of biophilic 
design alongside their lunches. 
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“The Living Building Challenge process  
is very difficult from the architect’s perspective,  

so it was a really positive experience to know  
that this Superior Essex cable product was  

actually tested and met these strenuous LBC 
requirements, and that it’s UL certified and  

RoHS compliant. There’s a reason why architects  
use products over and over again –  

because we know that they’re dependable.”  
 //  Carmen Evans,  

AIA, Project Manager and Senior Sustainability Consultant,  
Epsten Group, Inc.
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WHERE GREEN GOES FROM HERE

As a result of their responsible materials sourcing, Epsten Group, Inc.’s headquarters will achieve LEED ID+C v4.1, WELL v2.0,  

Living Building Challenge Materials Petal Certification v3.1, Fitwel v2.1 and RESET Air v2.0 certification. This demonstrates that  

environmentally conscious designers can create a high-end, modern space with materials that are less harmful to everyone – from  

manufacturer to end user – all while contributing to a closed-loop economy. 

And as Epsten Group, Inc. helps to grow awareness for more sustainable built environments, so does the demand for more sustainable  

products – and the team proudly plans to continue specifying sustainable Superior Essex cabling solutions, especially for their future Living 

Building Challenge design projects. //

Rather than a typical open-office floor plan, Epsten Group, Inc. created 
smaller “neighborhoods” of free-address, active workspaces that enable 
employees with the best environment possible to complete their  
industry-leading sustainability work. 
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Collaborative spaces such as this are located throughout the office – and all 
illuminated by low-voltage lighting – to allow employees to easily gather for 
both work and social needs.

Image credit: Galinda Coada Photography

32%
TOTAL ENERGY 

SAVINGS

42%
REDUCTION IN WATER 

CONSUMPTION

60%
REDUCTION IN  

CARBON EMISSIONS

78
SEPARATE DATA 

CABLE RUNS

20,000
FEET OF SUPERIOR ESSEX 

FEP JACKETED CAT 6  
PLENUM CABLE

 ®

SPX-LIT442
09/2020


